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The Honourable Elaine Ziemba 
Minister of Citizenship with 
Responsibility for Human Rights, 
Race Relations, Disability Issues 
and Seniors’ Issues 


Dear Ms. Ziemba: 


I respectfully submit the sixteenth Annual Report of the Ontario Advisory Council 
on Multiculturalism and Citizenship for the fiscal year ending March 31, 1991. 


This report highlights Council’s initiatives and involvement aimed at 
strengthening public awareness and understanding of Council’s role and, in 
particular, its determination to involve the people of Ontario in the consultation 
process while ensuring enhanced support for multiculturalism and citizenship 
development. 


Special appreciation is expressed by Council for the continuing assistance and 
co-operation of the Government of Ontario in the realization of Council’s 
mandate. Together we can build on our shared commitment to the development 
of an equitable and beneficent multicultural and multiracial society in the 90s. 


Sincerely, 


Huai tt ctdmeds 


Hanny Hassan 
President 
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In large part, this has been a transitional year for the Ontario 


Advisory Council on Multiculturalism and Citizenship. Since my 


appointment as president of Council, in September, 1990, much 


of the effort has been committed to a re-examination of the 


future directions of Council, thus requiring that we consider the 


consultative procedures, operations and structure of Council. 


Simultaneously, it was important that Council recognize the 


increasing need for public involvement in all aspects of policy 


development and program delivery. The Advisory Council could 


provide an important vehicle for the consultative process. 


Consultation 


A principle responsibility of the 
Ontario Advisory Council on 
Multiculturalism and Citizenship is to 
provide advice to the government of 
Ontario on a broad spectrum of 
issues. For the advice to be credible 
and meaningful, it must be reflective 
of the views, not only of the members 
of Council, but also of the community. 
Consequently, a series-of community 
_ forums were held across the province 
in which representatives of the multi- 
cultural communities were invited to 
participate along with key decision- 
makers, including municipal council 
members, chiefs of police, and busi- 
ness leaders. The forums provided an 
opportunity to inform others about 
the role and responsibilities of the 
Ontario Advisory Council on 
Multiculturalism and Citizenship, dis- 
cuss the evolving nature of multicul- 
turalism, and receive community input 
~ to the key issues that the Ontario 
Advisory Council on Multiculturalism 
and Citizenship should be considering 
in the coming year. 


In addition, each regional commit- 
tee of the Ontario Advisory Council on 
Multiculturalism and Citizenship was 
requested to provide community input 
to its deliberations, and individual 
members of Council were requested 
to bring to the deliberations of Council 
views that had been validated by dis- 
cussion within their own ethnocultural 
community and within the broader 
local community in which they resided. 


Future Directions 


The deteriorating economic climate 
and the failure of the Meech Lake 
accord have generated considerable 
negative reaction to the concept of 
multiculturalism and the funding of 
programs in support of cultural com- 
munities. The Council believed that it 
was necessary to articulate the totality 
of an expanded multicultural policy 
since critical comment on the nature 
of multiculturalism reflected a very 
narrow perspective. At the community 
forums, expanded possibilities for the 
future directions of multiculturalism 
were explored. 


T 


For most of us, multiculturalism 
has placed an emphasis on cultural 


_retention and an ethnocentric per- 


spective. In the 1990s, we must 
move towards a more comprehen- 
sive approach that emphasizes 
cross-cultural understanding, respect 
for cultural differences and 
co-operative effort to continue to 
build a fair and equitable society. In 
fact, the trends of the government 
of Ontario's Ministry of Citizenship 
have been in that direction. 

From: President's Speech, 
Metropolitan Toronto 

Community Forum 


While the fiscal problems of the 
province of Ontario have imposed 
new budgetary restraints, initiatives in 
the areas of employment equity, pay 
equity and the status of women will be 
on the agenda in the coming months. 
The Advisory Council on Multicul- 
turalism and Citizenship considered 
the interrelationship of the equity 
issues to multicultural policy. It was 
concluded that the evolving multicul- 
tural policy development, if it was to 
have real significance in the lives of 


the people of the province, must be 


directed towards meaningful issues. 
Those issues should relate primarily to 
the “access and participation” com- 
ponents of provincial multicultural 
policy. Having access to all the oppor- 
tunities and services of the province 
and being fully participatory in all 
aspects of the life of the province 
demands that human rights be 
upheld, that employment equity be 
practised, including access by new- 
comers to professions and trades, 

and that our provincial laws, 
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regulations and programs be “fair” 
to all groups in‘our society, including 
Aboriginal peoples, women, seniors, 


and the disabled. 


Council Operations 


An important condition for Council's 
future success was the need to exam- 
ine the operational and organizational 
structure, its capabilities, consultative 
processes and systems. A planning 
process was initiated to develop a 
strategic plan, including examination 
of the priority issues to be considered 
by Council, the future structure of 
Council, the staffing and resources of 
Council and the means by which 
Council would fulfil its mandate in the 
areas of public consultation and inter- 
action with the government of Ontario. 


The Constitution 


The nature of Canadian society will 
be defined by the agreements 
reached in the new constitutional 
accord. The Council determined that 
it was important that it develop a posi- 
‘tion on constitutional issues and that 
our interest should extend beyond 
consideration of multiculturalism and 
bilingualism to the totality of the con- 
stitutional discussions, consistent with 
the Council's mandate in the area of 
citizenship. Each regional committee 
was requested to consider the consti- 
tutional issues and to provide input for 
the executive committee of Council to 
prepare a draft position paper for dis- 
cussion by the membership. Members 
of Council were encouraged to net- 
work with others who were involved in 
constitutional discussions. 


Citizenship 
Development Education 


The Ontario Advisory Council on 
Multiculturalism and Citizenship had 
previously made recommendations to 
the government of Ontario to enhance 
citizenship development education 
opportunities within the public school 
system of the province. A committee 
was struck to further develop the con- 
cepts previously proposed. 


Immigration and 
Settlement Services 


Increasing international conflict 
resulting in greater dislocation of peo- 
ple and larger numbers of refugees, 
the increasing number.of new immi- 
grants permitted by the Government 
of Canada and the diminishing sup- 
port for immigrant settlement services 
placed greater responsibility on the 
provincial government to provide for 
new immigrants. The Council urged 
the Minister of Citizenship to request 
that the government of Ontario press 
the federal government to meet their 
responsibilities for new immigrants. In 
addition, the Council requested that a 
public education program be initiated 
to demonstrate the positive social, 
economic and demographic benefits 
of new immigration to Canada. 
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The Future 


As the year drew to a close, we rec- 
ognized that we were on the threshold 
of momentous changes that would 
have a tremendous impact on each 
one of us. In Ontario, a new govern- 
ment, committed to social justice and 
equity, had been elected. However, 
the adverse provincial and federal 
economic environment impedes the 
new government from embarking on 
significant new initiatives. Federally, 
the failure of the Meech Lake accord 
to receive the necessary support has 
initiated a new round of constitutional 
discussions. On the international 
scene, the dominance of the United 
States, in the aftermath of the Gulf 
War, and the dissolution of the Soviet 
Union have had profound implica- 
tions. All of the above will shape the 
directions that Council will take in the 
coming months and years. 

However, the foundations were laid 
during the year to proceed towards 
meeting focused and measurable 
objectives for Council. Significant 
financial constraints will limit the 
potential for new initiatives, thus 
increasing the need to plan effectively 
for the future. While it is essential that 
we give priority to the economic pros- 
perity of the province, it is essential 
that we also continue to develop polli- 
cies and programs to ensure fairness 
in our society, since it is those who 
have been most disadvantaged who 
are most adversely affected by the 
poor economic environment. 


HISTORY OF 


Multiculturalism is a Canadian 
vision. Born of strong historical roots, 
this vision is shaped by the diverse 
character of our people and heritage, 
our humanitarian outlook, our abun- 
dant resources, and our emerging 
place in a changing world. 

A central tenet of multiculturalism is 
the belief in the sanctity of the individ- 
ual and interpersonal respect. This be- 
lief was prominent among the Native 
people as they lived in harmony 
among nations long before any immi- 
grant set foot on this continent. The 


f and respect for cultural 


same belie 
and linguistic heritages constituted 
the basis of the British North America 


Act. The Canadian Constitution recog- 


nizes diversity as a distinctive charac- 
ter of Canadian nationhood. 

On October 8, 1971, Prime Minister 
Pierre Elliot Trudeau tabled in the 
House of Commons his government's 
official response to the recommenda- 
tions of Book IV, a report of thé Royal 
Commission on Bilingualism and 
Biculturalism which documented the 
contributions of Canadians of diverse 

‘origins. In its statement, the Govern- 
ment of Canada adopted an official 
policy of multiculturalism within a 
bilingual framework. 

In the ensuring years, both the fed- 
eral and provincial governments 
began to promote the multicultural- 
ism policy. In Ontario, this effort mani- 
fested in the establishment of the 
Heritage Ontario Congress. In 1972, 
on the basis of a wide consultation, 
the Congress made the recommenda- 
tion that the government establish an 
advisory body on multiculturalism to 
assist its work. The Ontario Advisory 
Council on Multiculturalism was 
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formed by an Order-in-Council of the 
provincial government, September, 
1973. It was to advise the government, 
through the provincial Secretary for 
Social Development, on policies with 
direct implications for Ontario. 

The Council's title and mandate 
were extended to include citizenship 
in 1979. It then reported to the 
Legislature through the Minister of 
Culture and Recreation. The chairman- 
ship which had been a part-time posi- 
tion was changed to a full-time 
responsibility. 

The Council went through a sunset 
review in 1984 and again in 1989. On 
both occasions a five year extension 
period was given with the arrange- 
ment that it report to the Legislature 
through the Minister of Citizenship. 

At its inception, the Council had 
twenty-three members, most of whom 
were from large urban areas. Today, 
members come from all parts of 
Ontario. The Council's mandate in 
1973 was designed to accommodate 
the special needs of ethnocultural 
groups and organizations. The pre- 
sent mandate covers all issues of our 
society. It specifies the following terms 
of reference: 


* responding to specific government 
requests for advice relating to poli- 
cy formulation and program devel- 
opment and delivery; | 


* examining and commenting on the 
__ effectiveness in a multicultural soci- 
ety of the policies, programs and 
service delivery mechanisms of the 

ministries and agencies of the 
Government of Ontario; 


* to assist in promoting the concept 
of a multicultural Ontario as set out 
in the government's multicultural 
policy with reference to equality, 
access and participation, cultural 
retention and sharing. 


Members of Council are appointed 
by the Lieutenant Governor-in-Council 
for a three-year term, renewable for a 
second term. One member of Council 
is designated as president at the time 
of appointment and up to six mem- 
bers are designated vice-presidents. 
The present presidency is a part-time 
position. 

In June 1987, the Ontario 
Government announced 
Multiculturalism: A New Strategy to 
guide the implementation of multicul- 
turalism as a social goal. Among other 
things, this new thrust significantly 
expanded the responsibility of 
Council. Although Council reports to 
the Legislature through the Minister of 
Citizenship, it lends its expertise to 
assist many ministries by directly par- 
ticipating in committees and work 
groups set up to implement multicul- 
turalism. In addition, Council also 
proactively promotes public aware- 
ness through community forums held 
around the province, and through its 
publication, Multicultural Ontario. 
Multiculturalism is now a government- 
wide goal affecting all communities 
and all spheres of 
activity in Ontario. 
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Full Council Meetings 
1990/1991 


Full Council meetings are intended 
to provide an opportunity for Council 
members to: collectively explore 
province-wide issues; become sensi- 
tized to regional differences and con- 
cerns; examine recommendations 
developed within Council; and decide 
upon resolutions to be forwarded to 
the government of Ontario. Such 
meetings enable the president and 
the executive committee to share 
information with members on 
Council's future directions, and to 
consult with the membership on the 
priorities for Council's deliberations. 


Toronto, Ontario 
August 23-24, 1990 


A Full Council meeting was held on 
August 23-24, 1990, in Toronto, 
Ontario, focusing on the theme of 
“Multiculturalism as reinforcement for 
Canadian unity.” The retirement of Dr. 
Shiu Loon Kong as president, an 
upcoming provincial election, and 
Council's business agenda precipitat- 
ed the meeting approximately a 
month earlier than planned. 

Following a synopsis of the status of 
multiculturalism and citizenship, and a 
review of developments pertaining to 
Canadian unity, members focused on 
the need for better citizenship devel- 
opment education. Members felt that 
through more in-depth understanding 
and appreciation of being citizens, 
and greater sensitivity and commit- 
ment to citizens’ responsibilities, irre- 
spective of cultural background, bet- 
ter community interaction and cross- 
cultural understanding would result. 


A resolution was formulated on citi- 
zenship development education and 
submitted to the government of 
Ontario. Council's activities and initia- 
tives in all regions were reported and 
discussed, and in light of objectives 
attained, and Council's determination 
to voice communities’ priority needs 
and concerns, immediate and long- 
term outreach efforts as well as neces- 
sary new directions were explored. 

After completing all items on the ag- 
enda and ensuring necessary follow-up 
arrangements on issues to be address- 
ed in the coming months, members 
joined the Minister of Citizenship and 
many representatives of Toronto's 
community in extending thanks to Dr. 
Kong for his work as president. 


Mississauga, Ontario 
March 1-3, 1991 


The theme for this Council meeting 
was “Multiculturalism and citizenship 
—Where do we go from here?” 
Following a méeting of Council execu- 
tive with the Mayor of Mississauga, 
Mrs. Hazel McCallion, and, later, with 
the Assistant Deputy Minister, 

Mr. Wally Beevor, of the Learning 
Programs Division, Ministry of 
Education, President Hanny Hassan 
opened the proceedings for this Full 
Council meeting. 

Having reviewed Council's accom- 
plishments in the past six months, and 
having addressed the strategic plan 
for the upcoming fiscal year, members 
divided themselves into four work 
groups to discuss two key issues: the 
future of Canada and implications for 
this province; and Ontario's future 
from a multicultural and citizenship 
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perspective. A community panel 
involving Mr. Richard Szymezyk of the 
Ministry of Education, Mr. Keith 
McLeod of the Faculty of Education, 
University of Toronto, Mrs. Laura Van 
der Smissen of the Dufferin Peel 
Separate School Board, and Mr. Clive 
Joakim of the Ministry of Citizenship, 
addressed the issue of citizenship 
development education. Dr. Suwanda 
Sugunasiri of the James Avenue New 
Canadian Centre, and Ms. Madeline 
Ziniak of Channel 47, Multilingual Tel- 
evision expressed their views on multi- 
culturalism at a panel presentation. 

Ways and means to enhance Coun- 
cil's ability to react more quickly to 
provincial issues warranting attention, 
procedural changes in consideration 
of the structure of Council, arrange- 
ments for the submission of future rec- 
ommendations to government, were a 
few of the many operational items also 
discussed. At the Council dinner, 
Mayor Hazel McCallion addressed 
Council and expressed appreciation 
for its outreach initiatives to become 
better acquainted with community 
needs and to encourage better citi- 
zenship development. | 

At the conclusion of the meeting, 
arrangements were made for an exec- 
utive workshop to examine the pre- 
sent mandate of Council relevant to 
the tasks it must undertake, and to 
determine the most expedient man- 
ner of implementing the recommen- 
dations of Council, acting upon the 
proposals of the Planning Committee, 
Citizenship Development Education 
Committee, the Inter- ministerial 
Committee, and other ad hoc 
committees working on specific 
reports and projects. 


REGIONAL 


Regional committees are the back- 
bone of Council. Recognizing that 
Council’s strength lies in its regional 
orientation, one of the aims of the 
new president, Hanny Hassan has 
been to foster significant participa- 
tion and involvement of the regional 
committees by encouraging interac- 
tion and consultation between the 
president, Council members, and 
racial and cultural communities. 
Among regional committees, a 
shared enthusiasm for consultation 
has deepened overall the community- 
spiritedness of Council by bringing it 
closer to its regional roots and infus- 
ing it with a new vision of multicultur- 
alism in the year ahead. 

“Share your community” was the 
inspiration behind new initiatives to 
organize a daisy chain of community 
forums for each of the regions during 
the year. Members met purposefully 
with local communities to examine 
concerns and cement new commit- 
ments between Council and the peo- 
ple of Ontario. This past year, special 
attention was given to involving youth 
and media in various community cir- 
cuits, and to raising the profile of 
Council in terms of community rele- 
vance. The feedback received in those 
forums is an important factor in the 
development of Council's action plan, 
and provides insight into the commu- 
nity's expectations of Council. 

Building these new bridges 
between major regional communities 
and Council has brought a new aware- 
ness about the importance of regional 
representation and communication. 
Council's five regions—Metropolitan 
Toronto, Niagara-Golden Horseshoe, 
Western, Northern, and Eastern 
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regions—form a regional tapestry 
that helps bring Council closer to the 
heart of Ontario. | 

Each region is unique and its mem- 
bership enhances the overall character 
of Council. Each regional committee, 
led by an appointed convenor who is 
also a vice-president of the executive, 
meets on a regular basis, about ten 
times a year, to examine the issues 
and concerns of their respective com- 
munities and to exchange ideas and 
strategies. Besides providing a plat- 
form for determining regional con- 
cerns and priorities, regional commit- 
tees serve a number of key functions 
that collectively contribute to the goal 
of ensuring that government planning, 
policy and program development 
reflect, in a culturally aware and sensi- 
tive manner, the changing needs and 
priorities of the multicultural popula- 
tion of Ontario. Regional meetings 
strive to be task-oriented with a clear 
agenda while maintaining a focus on 
the mandate of Council. 

Regional committees also assist 
with the planning and organizing of . 
Council-related events like regional 
community forums and follow-up 
activities. They are an invaluable 
resource for launching Full Council 
meetings which are hosted through- 
out the province on a biannual basis. 
Committee members participate in 
community functions involving diverse 
community leaders; schools; ethnocul- 
tural groups; cultural associations; 
forums; festivals, such as the 
“Brantford Villages Festival,” 
London's “Panaroma,” Windsor’s 
“Carrousel of the Nations,” the 
“Niagara Multicultural Festival” 
in St. Catharines, and “Summerfest” in 


Kitchener/Waterloo; symposiums, 
e.g., York University’s “Spanish 
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Women Writers”; “Breaking the 
Barriers,” a conference on seniors and 
housing; workshops on employment 
equity and race relations; Canada Day 
Awards; projects such as the 
March 21—International Day for the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination; 
and various charitable fundraising. 
Best of all, by participating in such 
events, not only do members repre- 
sent Council but they also share in 
events promoting Inter-community 
harmony and become more aware of 
the issues and concerns of their local 
communities. Consequently, members 
report to their committees on commu- 
nity news and input. Occasionally, cat- 
alysts from the communities are invit- 
ed as guest speakers and resource 
persons for a particular committee 
according to a specific theme or task. 
The knowledge base of the regional 
committees is fortified by information- 
sharing between members and, occa- 
sionally, between committees of dif- 
fering regions. Discussion groups 
focus on such topics and current 
issues as: citizenship development 
education; employment equity; race 
and ethnocultural equity policies of 
school boards; equal access; multicul- 
tural health; multiculturalism within a 
bilingual framework; and multicultur- 
alism and the future of Canada. 
Committees study and critically review 
a spectrum of reports and discussion 
papers which are instrumental in gov- 
ernment policy-making. To facilitate 
improved dialogue between regions, 
committees have the option of 
combining their resources in joint 
meetings with companion regions. 


REGIONAL 


Finally, on the basis of input from the 
regional committees, recommenda- 
tions are formulated for finalization at 
the Full Council meetings. However 
regional committees differ in size and 
geographic circumstance, their collec- 
tive energies and expertise are inte- 
gral to Council's commitment to 
Ontario's multicultural future. 

Regional committee members are 
encouraged to be proactive vis-a-vis 
their role in Council and in their com- 
munities. Individuals with outstanding 
achievements in community service 
enhance the quality of their regional 
committees and help to keep Council 
aligned to community needs. 

Members’ involvement is as diverse 
as the communities themselves, and 
has included such activities as: hosting 
local community television programs; 
authorship of books on communities 
in Ontario; “Wife Assault Awareness” 
community campaigns; guest speaker- 
ships; fundraising with ethnocultural 
communities; ethnic media; “Media 
and Multiculturalism” forum panelists; 
appointments to the Toronto Olympic 
Multicultural Committee; disaster and 
earthquake relief projects; “Prime 
Mentors of Canada”; recipients of 
awards for community and multicul- 
tural services; and involvement with 
regional multicultural festivals and 
race relations events, amongst other 
noteworthy services. It is impressive to 
see the extent to which members con- 
tribute to Ontario's multicultural soci- 
ety by their dedicated involvement in 
community service. 

During the 1990/91 fiscal year, 
Council's regions hosted a number of 
successful community forums as a 
venue for raising Council's profile in 
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regional centres throughout the 
province while focusing on multicul- 
turalism and its value in building a 
society that works. Other highlights 
included the appointment of two new 
regional vice-presidents, Theresia 
Palasti, Western region, and Khaleek 
Yusuf, Metropolitan Toronto “B” 
region. This was a popular year for 
joint inter-regional meetings which 
linked new teams of members, in such 
committees as Metropolitan Toronto 
"A" and “B” regions, and the 
Northern and Eastern regions, to dis-’ 
cuss in-depth issues and resources 
under committee scrutiny and to 
encourage broader participation. In 
general, committees reported that the 
year had been a productive one con- 
sidering that Council needed time to 
become acquainted with the newly- 
appointed president and the Minister 
of Citizenship. 

Regional committees are Council's 
adhesive in the vast regional network 
that characterizes Ontario. Future con- 
siderations and directions which we 
hope to explore in an effort to make 
Council more accessible and relevant 
might include, for example, greater 
representation in the Northern region 
in relation to its territorial scope, and 
reaching small, rural, or isolated com- 
munities through the Northern 
Communication Network to help 
access information on issues dealing 
with multiculturalism. According to the 
reports by regional members, commu- 
nity spirit is on the rise with the grow- 
ing popularity and success of such 
community-based ventures as race 
relations workshops, like the one held 
in Sioux Lookout, in December, 1990, 
in which 200 people attended work- 
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shops on such themes as the theatre, 
education, communication, and com- 
munity spirituality. The message that 
emerged from this community-spon- 
sored workshop was that we must 
accept who we are, accept the differ- 
ences and the similarities, and rejoice 
in each other. In December, as well: in 
North Bay, 360 people attended a 
"Unity Dinner,” hosted by the com- 
munity which revolved around an 
impressive pot luck supper celebra- 
tion featuring ethnic foods. 

In the service of Council and their 
respective communities, regional 
committees strive to promote 
Canada’s multicultural policy in an 
inclusive way, by joining communities 
together in a co-operative framework 
that contributes positively to building 
Ontario through a spirit of active par- 
ticipation and consultation. 
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Community forums provide for 
community consultations between 
Council and Ontarians of all-cultural 
backgrounds. Through direct interac- 
tion with community representatives 
at the local, district, and regional lev- 
els, Council becomes acquainted with 
people’s concerns and needs. Feed- 
back of that nature helps Council to 
better address dominant issues raised 
through other avenues of communica- 
tion, and in determining advice to be 
given to government. Community 
forums also allow Council an opportu- 
nity to better inform the general pub- 
lic about its role, its work, and out- 
reach initiatives, and to promote bet- 
ter understanding of the multicultural 
nature of our society. People are fur- 
ther acquainted with government sup- 
port to access services, employment 
equity, equality of opportunity, and 
the ramifications of good citizenship 
in terms of rights and responsibilities. 

Throughout the 1990/91 fiscal year, 
Council held community forums, and 
consultations in Ottawa, Kingston, 
Kitchener, Hamilton, and Toronto. 

At a meeting on April 26, 1990, spe- 
cial quests, among forty community 
representatives from Ottawa, includ- 
ed: Mr. Bernard Grandmaitre, MPP. 
the Ottawa Chief of Police, Deputy 
Chiefs of Police, Commissioners of 
Police, directors and superintendents 
of various school boards, as well as 
senior management members of com- 
munity agencies. A community consul- 
tation session was organized with the 
principals of various schools across the 
city together with other community 
leaders to discuss citizenship develop- 
ment education within a multicultural 
milieu. Questions, concerns and 
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recommendations were tabled 
and recorded. 

On October 19-20, 1991, a commu- 
nity forum and regional meeting were 
held 


the Eastern regional committee orga- 


in Kingston, Ontario. Members of 


nized a reception and dinner for com- 
munity representatives. Among the 


guests were Mayor Helen C. Cooper 
of Kingston, Isabel Turner, Reeve of 
Kingston Township, Jerald Rice, Chief 
of Police, John Bates, Di-rector of 
Education for the Frontenac County 
Board of Education, and Don 
DiRocco, a representative of the sepa- 
rate school board. Forty-six guests 
joined in a discussion on community 
needs and concerns pertaining to 
multicultural and citizenship matters. 

On November 30, 1991, Council's 
Western region hosted a community 
forum in Kitchener-Waterloo, 
Ontario. President Hanny Hassan, 
vice-president Theresia Palasti, and 
executive co-ordinator Henry 
McErlean met with Dominic V.P. 
Cardillo, Mayor of the City of 
Kitchener, and members of city coun- 
cils of Kitchener and Waterloo. 
Priority needs and concerns , citizens’ 
requirements and the multicultural 
media were discussed at the public 
forum and at a meeting with Inci 
Kuzuguoglu, president, and Myrta 
Riveras Sahas, executive director of 
the Kitchener-Waterloo Multicultural 
Centre Inc. Fifty-eight leaders and 
representatives for both cities attend- 
ed the evening forum and expressed 
their views on issues they felt Council 
ought to address. 

Members of the Niagara-Golden 
Horseshoe committee volunteered 
considerable time and energy to 


organizing the region's community 
forum, in Hamilton, on February 1, 
1991. Included in the day long event 
were a visit by the president, the exec- 
utive co-ordinator and regional com- 
mittee members to a public school 
assembly; a luncheon meeting with 
Robert Morrow, Mayor of Hamilton 
and representatives of the Mayor's 
Community and Race Relations 
Committee; an interview withthe 
president by the Hamilton Spectator 
newspaper; and a dinner meeting with 
approximately seventy leaders from 
Hamilton's ethnocultural, educational, 
political, and business communities. 
_ Both Metro Toronto regions hosted 
a joint community forum on February 
20, 1991. Participants included a 
broad cross-section of the community- 
educators, trade unionists, business 
leaders, police, service agency repre- 
sentatives, and post-secondary stu- 
dents. Following a thought-provoking 
address by the president, there was a 
discussion period during which people 
had the opportunity to express their 
opinions and concerns . The evening 
proved to be a further step in intro- 
ducing Council to a wider public. Con- 
sequently, Council is forging stronger 
links with the institutions and individu- 
als contacted in each community. 

In summary, during these communi- 
ty forums and meetings throughout 
the year, Council was asked to bring 
to government's attention human 
rights issues, employment and 
pay equity matters, necessary 
improvements in funding community 
programs and immigration services, 
better citizenship education, and 
initiatives to enhance greater 
community interaction. 


TASK -G_R:.O 


During the 1990/91 fiscal year, a 
new provincial government was elect- 
ed, anew Minister of Citizenship, and 
a new president of Council were 
appointed. In the wake of such 
significant changes, new issues were 
addressed by Council with respect to 
new directions for government, priori- 
ty service requirements, necessary 
future initiatives, Council's activities 
and commitment to fulfil its mandate. 

Ad hoc committeeson planning, 
citizenship development education, 


and liaison with government ministries 


U.P. S 


were appointed, and quickly proceed- 
ed to undertake their assignments. 
The planning committee, by means of 
a questionnaire and through participa- 
tion in regional committee meetings, 
encouraged all Council members to 
share their ideas on how Council can 
best serve the citizens of Ontario. A 
report summarizing members’ recom- 
mendations for the future direction of 
Council was prepared and submitted 


- to Council's executive. The interminis- 


terial task group reviewed Council's 
work on interaction with other min- 


istries in previous years; selected min- 
istries with which Council should inter- 
act this year on multicultural and citi- 
zenship initiatives and further meet 
with representatives of those min- 
istries. The Citizenship Development 
Education Committee reviewed devel- 
opments in multicultural and citizen- 
ship education and necessary new 
directions to be taken. Meetings were 
arranged with the Ministry of Educa- 
tion, recommendations were formulat- 
ed, and arrangements were made for 
follow-up action in the coming year. 
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